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Thank you for your interest in FIRST LEGO League. Funding has been set aside under the terms of a grant from Rockwell Collins through a donation to FIRST for a limited number of new and second-year FLL teams from the Los Angeles Region of Southern California, which includes Los Angeles, Ventura, Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo counties. The grant has a special emphasis on teams of underrepresented minorities and females, teams from zip codes with median household income less than 80% of the state per city-data.com, teams from schools with a free/reduced meal population of 40% or more, and rural schools. Additional consideration will be given to teams that have already registered, to teams with 5 or more student members and to teams formed through a school, non-profit organization (e.g., Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Boys & Girls Club, 4H), or public center (e.g., library, community center). Grants are also available to teams that have a Rockwell Collins employee or retiree as a mentor. A separate application is available for second year teams that received new team grants from Rockwell Collins the previous year.
New Team Grants
In order to create sustainable FLL teams, teams receiving the Rockwell Collins grant will make an investment in their participation in the FLL program. Grant teams are responsible for paying a portion of their own FLL team costs. This is to underscore the team’s commitment to the FLL program and continued participation beyond the grant year. For new teams, grant funds will cover FLL team registration and one FLL MINDSTORMS NXT robot set; the estimated cost including shipping and sales tax is $692. Teams will be responsible for paying for these items plus the Field Setup Kit directly to LEGO Education; the estimated total cost is $735. Teams will also need to build a challenge field table; the estimated cost of materials is $30-$70. Teams will also need to register for a Qualifying Tournament; the estimated tournament registration cost is $40-$50. Funds will be disbursed upon successful completion of the requirements below. Teams with financial hardships can request that the payment be made directly to LEGO Education. 
Grant Recipients must commit to the following:

1. This is a new FLL team, all participants are between the ages of 9 and 14, and there are ten or fewer team members.

2. The team will meet weekly for at least two hours per week for at least eight weeks between the beginning of September and the end of November.

3. Coaches will sign and abide by the FLL Coach’s Promise (included in FLL Coaches’ Handbook).
4. Coaches will participate in a coach training workshop. Workshops will be scheduled in September and October.

5. The team will participate in an official FLL tournament, which may be a Qualifying or Championship event. If sufficient official tournament space is not available, a local event will be held for grant teams.

6. The coach will be responsible for managing the team as outlined above and for a post-season evaluation.

7. The coach must submit receipts from LEGO Education in order to receive grant reimbursement.

8. The coach and the team’s school/organization agree to maintain awarded kits in useable condition and to make them available for use by an FLL team for at least two years. If the school/organization does not continue with the FLL program in 2009, the robot kit and field setup kit must be returned to Los Angles Region FLL.
New Team Teacher Stipends
Paid school employees (i.e. teacher, counselor) or staff members of a qualified nonprofit organization who are serving as the FLL coach may be eligible for an additional $500 stipend. Payment of the stipend is contingent on receipt of IRS Form W-9. The stipend will be paid after the team has completed the requirements above.

Application Due Date

Completed applications must be e-mailed to LeRoyNelson@earthlink.net by September 30, 2009. Applications will be considered in the order they are received. Decisions will be e-mailed to teams within one week.
Approved Teams

Teams will be required to complete registration and payment promptly after receiving grant approval if they have not done so already. Approved teams that request hardship payments will be e-mailed instructions for completing registration and ordering materials. 
Coach Information
First Name:  

Last Name  

Daytime phone: ( 
)  
 -  

Cell Phone: ( 
) 
 - 

Primary email address:  

Alternate email address:  

Team Information 
Number of students on team:  

Team number (if already registered):  

School or Organization Name:  

Mailing Address:  

City:  

State:  CA

Zip code:  

Team Affiliation:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 School
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Boy Scouts
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Girl Scouts
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Boys & Girls Club
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 4-H 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other non-profit organization
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify):  

Grant Eligibility
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low median household income (zip code less than 80% of state per city-data.com, please specify):  
%
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 High percentage of free or reduced lunch status (more than 40%, please specify):  
%
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Under-represented minorities. Please specify number of under-represented minority students:  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mostly female. Please specify number of female students:  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Team has a Rockwell Collins employee or retiree as a mentor. 

Name of Rockwell Collins mentor:  


Email of Rockwell Collins mentor:  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Financial hardship. Direct payment to LEGO Education is requested. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rural school
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Teacher stipend requested. Please submit IRS Form W-9 after the stipend is approved.
Short Essay Questions
Please type responses to each of the following questions in 100 words or less.
How will the team be formed, including gender and ethnicity considerations?
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Why does the team need funding in order to participate in FLL?
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What does the team hope to achieve through participation in FLL?
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Agreement
If this application is approved, I will be responsible for managing the team as indicated in this application and for participating in a post-season evaluation. My organization and I agree to maintain awarded kits in useable condition and to make them available for use by an FLL team for at least two years. If my organization does not continue with the program in 2009, I understand that I must return the robot kit and field setup kit to LA Region FLL. I have entered my full name below as my electronic signature to indicate my agreement to these conditions.
Electronic signature:  























For questions about grants or FIRST LEGO League, please email leroynelson@earthlink.net or phone 310-529-4627. 

For questions about grants or FIRST LEGO League, please contact LeRoy Nelson, Operational Partner,

Los Angeles Region FIRST LEGO League by email LeRoyNelson@earthlink.net or by phone 310-937-7226.
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